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A Tale of Two 

Anniversaries
    Last month at Trinity we marked two anniversaries: the one year anniversary of our updated Communion policy and the tenth anniversary of 9/11.  One has to do with the other.

   Ten years ago terrorists attacked the United States killing over 3,000 people.  That was a tragic loss of life, but that wasn’t the only tragedy.  Twelve days later Rev. David Benke, a District President in the LCMS participated in the unionistic and syncretistic Prayer for America worship service held in Yankee Stadium.  The speaker of the Lutheran Hour, Rev. Wallace Schultz, lost his job on the Lutheran Hour when he, as the second vice-president of the LCMS, rightfully disciplined President Benke.  That disciplining was overturned.

   These events touched off a firestorm in the LCMS.  We signed “That We May One.”  We joined “The Lutheran Mission Alliance.”  We sent resolutions to District and Synod dealing with these events.   Finally, when nothing came from all this, on June 20, 2005 we entered into a State of Confession over against the errors the LCMS officially accepted in her 2004 Synodical convention.  The LCMS replied to us and about 30 other congregations with a “Response to Dissent” in 2007.  We made a thorough study of that document in Bible class and concluded that we were not answered; our dissent was still valid.  We reported this to the LCMS, and have not heard a word since, even though the new second vice-president of the LCMS told me in March 2011 he would personally look into it.

   Because there are so many sad divisions now in the LCMS, we haven’t been inviting all members of the LCMS to the Lord’s Supper since September 2010.  It is offensive when those who believe communion should be open commune with those who believe communion is to be closed.  Those in the LCMS who believe in open communion are not communed at our altar.  This does not mean they aren’t Christians or our necessarily unworthy communicants.  It means we don’t believe the same thing about who should be invited to the Lord’s Table.

   For the most part, our change in policy has been accepted positively by visitors.  Most like the fact that we require them to announce and I ask the questions I do.  Even if this were not the case, I would still mark this anniversary with a note of joy because I know that I am being a faithful steward of my Lord’s treasures.  I could not say that for the years I knowingly communed everyone in the LCMS.

   I marked the 10th anniversary of 9/11 by sending out to the twenty member congregations of the Association of Confessing Evangelical Lutheran Churches a 79 minute DVD of the Prayer for America service.  In 2002 we purchased the entire three hour VHS tape from C-Span.  One of our college students at the time edited it down for use in Bible class.  Recently we paid CH 3 Video Services to transfer it to DVD and to make copies.  They tell me that they will last for 100 years.  I want preserved for my kids, grandkids, and beyond just how gross of an idolatry was tolerated in our midst.  I want them to be forewarned and therefore forearmed when their time for faithfulness and confession comes as it did come for us.

  May our Lord Christ grant them the strength to be faithful and the courage to confess even as He has us.

More than a Courthouse Controversy

   Doubtless some of you have already noticed this.  Gone are the placards for Baptism, Confession, and the Lord’s Supper, are catechetical study for last year, and in their place is the one for the Ten Commandments.  I fear that when you hear “Ten Commandments” all you think is, “O another controversy about the Ten Commandments being on display in a public courthouse.”  No, the Ten Commandments are much more than that.  And by God’s grace, our 9 part sermon series will show you that.

   I’m continuing the Reformation era tradition of midweek services being dedicated to catechesis. We are starting our 4th trip through Luther’s Small Catechism.  You might think this is “overkill,” but even Luther, the author of it, said he daily used the catechism.

   In his introduction to his Large Catechism, Luther contrasted his use of the catechism with Lutheran pastors who thought they had mastered it after only one time through.  He said, “7] But for myself I say this: I am also a doctor and preacher, yea, as learned and experienced as all those may be who have such presumption and security; yet I do as a child who is being taught the Catechism, and every morning, and whenever I have time, I read and say, word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, 8] but must remain a child and pupil of the Catechism, and am glad so to remain. And yet these delicate, fastidious fellows would with one reading promptly be doctors above all doctors, know everything and be in need of nothing. Well, this, too, is indeed a sure sign that they despise both their office and the souls of the people, yea, even God and His Word. They do not have to fall, they are already fallen all too horribly; they would need to become children, and begin to learn their alphabet, which they imagine that they have long since outgrown.”
   Here’s what by God’s grace you will look forward to hearing on Wednesday’s during Advent and Lent.

More than A Courthouse 
Controversy 2011 - 2012

Nov. 30
7:30 P.M.


One Reveals our Chief Sin

Dec. 7

7:30 PM


One Shows us There is an 
Awful Lot in a Name

Dec. 14
7:30 PM


One Exposes the Evil of not Hearing the Word

Feb. 22
7:30 PM


One Makes Parents ‘gods’ (Ash Wednesday)
Feb. 29
7:30 PM


One Declares All Human Life Sacred

Mar. 7

7:30 PM


One Lays Bare that Sex Can’t be Casual

Mar. 14
7:30 PM


One Declares that Socialism and Communism are Wrong

Mar. 21
7:30 PM


One Discloses that “white lies” aren’t the Problem

Mar. 28
7:30 PM


Two Witness to our Real 
Problem

Animal Human Hybrids
150 human animal hybrids grown in UK labs: Embryos have been produced secretively for the past three years

By DANIEL MARTIN and 

SIMON CALDWELL

23rd July 2011

  Scientists have created more than 150 human-animal hybrid embryos in British laboratories. 

   The hybrids have been produced secretively over the past three years by researchers looking into possible cures for a wide range of diseases.

   The revelation comes just a day after a committee of scientists warned of a nightmare ‘Planet of the Apes’ scenario in which work on human-animal creations goes too far.

   Undercover: Scientists have been growing human animal hybrids in secret for the last three years.

   Last night a campaigner against the excesses of medical research said he was disgusted that scientists were ‘dabbling in the grotesque’. Figures seen by the Daily Mail show that 155 ‘admixed’ embryos, containing both human and animal genetic material, have been created since the introduction of the 2008 Human Fertilisation Embryology Act.

   This legalised the creation of a variety of hybrids, including an animal egg fertilised by a human sperm; ‘cybrids’, in which a human nucleus is implanted into an animal cell; and ‘chimeras’, in which human cells are mixed with animal embryos.

   Scientists say the techniques can be used to develop embryonic stem cells which can be used to treat a range of incurable illnesses.

  Three labs in the UK – at King’s College London, Newcastle University and Warwick University – were granted licences to carry out the research after the Act came into force. 

All have now stopped creating hybrid embryos due to a lack of funding, but scientists believe that there will be more such work in the future.

   The figure was revealed to crossbench peer Lord Alton following a Parliamentary question.  Last night he said: ‘I argued in Parliament against the creation of human- animal hybrids as a matter of principle. None of the scientists who appeared before us could give us any justification in terms of treatment. ‘Ethically it can never be justifiable – it discredits us as a country. It is dabbling in the grotesque. ‘At every stage the justification from scientists has been: if only you allow us to do this, we will find cures for every illness known to mankind. This is emotional blackmail. ‘Of the 80 treatments and cures which have come about from stem cells, all have come from adult stem cells – not embryonic ones.

  ‘On moral and ethical grounds this fails; and on scientific and medical ones too.’ 

Josephine Quintavalle, of pro-life group Comment on Reproductive Ethics, said: ‘I am aghast that this is going on and we didn’t know anything about it. ‘Why have they kept this a secret? If they are proud of what they are doing, why do we need to ask Parliamentary questions for this to come to light?  ‘The problem with many scientists is that they want to do things because they want to experiment. That is not a good enough rationale.’ 

   Earlier this week, a group of leading scientists warned about ‘Planet of the Apes’ experiments. They called for new rules to prevent lab animals being given human attributes, for example by injecting human stem cells into the brains of primates.

   But the lead author of their report,  Professor Robin Lovell-Badge, from the Medical Research Council’ s National Institute for Medical Research, said the scientists were not concerned about human-animal hybrid embryos because by law these have to be destroyed within 14 days. He said: ‘The reason for doing these experiments is to understand more about early human development and come up with ways of curing serious diseases, and as a scientist I feel there is a moral imperative to pursue this research.

   ‘As long as we have sufficient controls – as we do in this country – we should be proud of the research.’  However, he called for stricter controls on another type of embryo research, in which animal embryos are implanted with a small amount of human genetic material.  Human-animal hybrids are also created in other countries, many of which have little or no regulation.

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2017818/Embryos-involving-genes-animals-mixed-humans-produced-secretively-past-years.html#ixzz1T1u85PUU
New NASA Data Blow Gaping Hole In Global Warming Alarmism

By James Taylor | Forbes – Wed, Jul 27, 2011

   NASA satellite data from the years 2000 through 2011 show the Earth's atmosphere is allowing far more heat to be released into space than alarist computer models have predicted, reports a new study in the peer-reviewed science journal Remote Sensing. The study indicates far less future global warming will occur than United Nations computer models have predicted, and supports prior studies indicating increases in atmospheric carbon dioxidetrap far less heat than alarmists have claimed.

   Study co-author Dr. Roy Spencer, a principal research scientist at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and U.S. Science Team Leader for the Advanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer flying on NASA's Aqua satellite, reports that real-world data from NASA's Terra satellite contradict multiple assumptions fed into alarmist computer models.

   "The satellite observations suggest there is much more energy lost to space during and after warming than the climate models show," Spencer said in a July 26 University of Alabama press release. "There is a huge discrepancy between the data and the forecasts that is especially big over the oceans."

   In addition to finding that far less heat is being trapped than alarmist computer models have predicted, the NASA satellite data show the atmosphere begins shedding heat into space long before United Nations computer models predicted.

The new findings are extremely important and should dramatically alter the global warming debate.

   Scientists on all sides of the global warming debate are in general agreement about how much heat is being directly trapped by human emissions of carbon dioxide (the answer is "not much"). However, the single most important issue in the global warming debate is whether carbon dioxide emissions will indirectly trap far more heat by causing large increases in atmospheric humidity and cirrus clouds. Alarmist computer models assume human carbon dioxide emissions indirectly cause substantial increases in atmospheric humidity and cirrus clouds (each of which are very effective at trapping heat), but real-world data have long shown that carbon dioxide emissions are not causing as much atmospheric humidity and cirrus clouds as the alarmist computer models have predicted.

   The new NASA Terra satellite data are consistent with long-term NOAA and NASA data indicating atmospheric humidity and cirrus clouds are not increasing in the manner predicted by alarmist computer models. The Terra satellite data also support data collected by NASA's ERBS satellite showing far more longwave radiation (and thus, heat) escaped into space between 1985 and 1999 than alarmist computer models had predicted. Together, the NASA ERBS and Terra satellite data show that for 25 years and counting, carbon dioxide emissions have directly and indirectly trapped far less heat than alarmist computer models have predicted.

   In short, the central premise of alarmist global warming theory is that carbon dioxide emissions should be directly and indirectly trapping a certain amount of heat in the earth's atmosphere and preventing it from escaping into space. Real-world measurements, however, show far less heat is being trapped in the earth's atmosphere than the alarmist computer models predict, and far more heat is escaping into space than the alarmist computer models predict.

   When objective NASA satellite data, reported in a peer-reviewed scientific journal, show a "huge discrepancy" between alarmist climate models and real-world facts, climate scientists, the media and our elected officials would be wise to take notice. Whether or not they do so will tell us a great deal about how honest the purveyors of global warming alarmism truly are.

James M. Taylor is senior fellow for environment policy at The Heartland Institute and managing editor of Environment & Climate News. 

http://news.yahoo.com/nasa-data-blow-gaping-hold-global-warming-alarmism-192334971.html
NASA Answers Most Popular Questions About Comet Elenin

When will Comet Elenin come closest to the Earth and appear the brightest?                      Comet Elenin should be at its brightest shortly before the time of its closest approach to Earth on Oct. 16, 2011. At its closest point, it will be 22 million miles (35 million kilometers) from us.

Will Comet Elenin come close to the Earth or between the Earth and the moon?
Comet Elenin will not come closer to Earth than 22 million miles (35 million kilometers). That’s more than 90 times the distance to the moon.

I’ve heard about three days of darkness because of Comet Elenin. Will Elenin block out the sun for three days?               “As seen from the Earth, comet Elenin will not cross the sun’s face,” says Yeomans.              

But even if it could cross the sun, which it can’t, astrobiologist David Morrison notes that comet Elenin is about 2-3 miles (3-5 kilometers) wide, while the sun is roughly 865,000 miles (1,392,082 kilometers) across. How could such a small object block the sun, which is such a large object?

Let’s think about an eclipse of the sun, which happens when the moon appears between the Earth and the sun. The moon is about 2,500 miles (4,000 kilometers) in diameter, and has the same apparent size as the sun when it is about 250,000 miles (400,000 kilometers) away — roughly 100 times its own diameter. For a comet with a diameter of about 2-3 miles (3-5 kilometers) to cover the sun it would have to be within 250 miles (400 kilometers), roughly the orbital altitude of the International Space Station. However, as stated above, this comet will come no closer to Earth than 22 million miles.

I’ve heard there is a “brown dwarf” theory about Comet Elenin. Would its mass be enough to pull Comet Honda’s trajectory a significant amount? Could this be used to determine the mass of Elenin?
Morrison says that there is no ‘brown dwarf theory’ of this comet. “A comet is nothing like a brown dwarf. You are correct that the way astronomers measure the mass of one object is by its gravitational effect on another, but comets are far too small to have a measureable influence on anything.”

If we had a black or brown dwarf in our outer solar system, I guess no one could see it, right?
“No, that’s not correct,” says Morrison. “If we had a brown dwarf star in the outer solar system, we could see it, detect its infrared energy and measure its perturbing effect on other objects. There is no brown dwarf in the solar system, otherwise we would have detected it. And there is no such thing as a black dwarf.”

Will Comet Elenin be visible to the naked eye when it’s closer to us? I missed Hale-Bopp’s passing, so I want to know if we’ll actually be able to see something in the sky when Elenin passes.
We don’t know yet if Comet Elenin will be visible to the naked eye. Morrison says, “At the rate it is going, seeing the comet at its best in early October will require binoculars and a very dark sky. Unfortunately, Elenin is no substitute for seeing comet Hale-Bopp, which was the brightest comet of the past several decades.”

“This comet may not put on a great show. Just as certainly, it will not cause any disruptions here on Earth. But, there is a cause to marvel,” said Yeomans. “This intrepid little traveler will offer astronomers a chance to study a relatively young comet that came here from well beyond our solar system’s planetary region. After a short while, it will be headed back out again, and we will not see or hear from Elenin for thousands of years. That’s pretty cool.”

This comet has been called ‘wimpy’ by NASA scientists. Why?
“We’re talking about how a comet looks as it safely flies past us,” said Yeomans of NASA’s Near-Earth Object Program Office. “Some cometary visitors arriving from beyond the planetary region – like Hale-Bopp in 1997 — have really lit up the night sky where you can see them easily with the naked eye as they safely transit the inner-solar system. But Elenin is trending toward the other end of the spectrum. You’ll probably need a good pair of binoculars, clear skies and a dark, secluded location to see it even on its brightest night.”

Why aren’t you talking more about Comet Elenin? If these things are small and nothing to worry about, why has there been no public info on Comet Elenin?

Comet Elenin hasn’t received much press precisely because it is small and faint. Several new comets are discovered each year, and you don’t normally hear about them either. The truth is that Elenin has received much more attention than it deserves due to a variety of Internet postings that are untrue. The information NASA has on Elenin is readily available on the Internet. (See http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.cfm?release=2011-135) If this comet were any danger to anyone, you would certainly know about it. For more information, visit NASA’s AsteroidWatch site at http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/asteroidwatch/.

I’ve heard NASA has observed Elenin many times more than other comets. Is this true, and is NASA playing this comet down?

NASA regularly detects, tracks and characterizes asteroids and comets passing relatively close to Earth using both ground- and space-based telescopes. The Near-Earth Object Observations Program, commonly called “Spaceguard,” discovers these objects, characterizes a subset of them and predicts their paths to determine if any could be potentially hazardous to our planet. For more information, visit the NASA-JPL Near Earth objects site athttp://neo.jpl.nasa.gov/ .

However, neither NASA nor JPL is in the business of actively observing Elenin or any other comet. Most of the posted observations are made by amateur astronomers around the world. Since Elenin has had so much publicity, it naturally has attracted more observers.

http://www.irishweatheronline.com/news/space/astronomy/nasa-provides-crash-course-on-wimpy-comet-elenin/32445.html
THE PLASTIC POCKET GUIDE


PRODUCED by House the 
Homeless, Inc.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Austin’s Resource Center for the Homeless(ARCH)
500 E. 7th St. 305-4100 

M-F 6:30am-5:30pm, Weekends 6:30am-4:30pm, Closed T 3-5pm PHONES/SHOWERS/TOILETS/LAUNDRY/MAIL/LOCKERS

Case Mgmt Walk-In M/W/TH/F 3-5pm
Salvation Army 501 E. 8th St. 476-1111 M-F Mail Distribution 1-4:45pm

Austin Baptist Chapel 908 E. Cesar Chavez 474-2666 Men’s Clothing Sat. 9am, Toilets 9am-12:30pm Daily; Showers 9:30am-12pm M-Sat.

Lifeworks Street Outreach for Youth 408 W 23rd St. 735-2300 / 735-2400

M-F Drop-In Counseling & Case Mgmt Ages 10-23 

M/W/TH Noon-3:45pm, T/F Noon-2pm

Caritas 611 Neches 472-4135 Rent/Utilities One Time $; Food by Case Mgmt.

Trinity Center 304 E. 7th 610-3542 M-F 9:30am-1p M/T Women Bkfst/Clothing;

W-F Everyone; T/TH-$ Assistance; TH-ATCIC; F-Movie/Popcorn

El Buen Samaritano Episcopal Mission 7000 Woodhue Dr. 439-0700

Family Health & Human Services/Education Programs

S.H.A.C. (Self-Help Advocacy Center) 3205 S. 1st St. 442-3366 M-T 12-4:30pm

W-F 9am-4pm Boarding Homes / Apartments / Job Resources

Baptist Community Center 2000 E. 2nd St. 478-7243 Call for appt.

Limited Rent/Utility $ - Current Bill, Photo ID & Social Security Card Required

Palm Square Community Center 100 N. IH 35 Ste. 1000

854-4120 $ Help M-F 8am-5pm

Offender Workforce Dev. Program 5501 Airport Blvd.

854-6497 T 10am Job Orientation

PREPARED MEALS

Congregational Church of Austin 408 W. 23rd St. 

1st & 3rd TH/Month Noon (Teens only)

Austin Baptist Chapel 908 E. Cesar Chavez 

474-2666 Hot Lunch Daily 11am-12:30pm;

Coffee & Donuts M-F 9:30am, Sat/Sun. 9am; Closed Thanksgiving & Christmas

Caritas Community Kitchen 611 Neches Hot Lunch M-Sat. 11am-12pm

Salvation Army 501 E. 8th St. 476-1111 Community Meal M-Sat. 3:45-5pm, Sun. 3-4pm (Sack Lunch)

University Avenue Church of Christ 1903 University Ave. 476-6088

(back entrance) Hot Breakfast W 6am

University United Methodist Church 24th & Guadalupe 478-9387

Saturday Only: Breakfast 8-9am, Lunch 11am-Noon, Clothing 9:30-11am

Feed My People Breakfast (Foundation for the Homeless)

T/TH 5:30-6:30am @First united Methodist Church 1300 Lavaca 453-6570;

Limited $-Birth Certificates/ID

Mobile Loaves & Fishes www.mlf.org for locations

Food Not Bombs Sat/Sun 5pm Wooldridge Park (Guadalupe & 9th)
GROCERIES

Trinity United Methodist 459-5835 Hope Food Pantry 420-0710 TH/F 9:30am

Baptist Community Center 2000 E. 2nd St. 478-7243 Groceries by Appt. 

M-F 8:30am-12pm &1-5pm (Except Holidays); Free bread & Pastry M-F 9:30am

Caritas 611 Neches 472-4135 Pantry Food by Case Mgmt.

SHELTER

Salvation Army 501 E. 8th St. 476-1111 Beds Single Men & Women M-F 8:30am,

Sat/Sun 9:30am, Families Call for Admission 7 Days/Week

Salvation Army Austin Shelter Women (single & head of household) & Children

4523 Tannehill Ln. 933-0600

Austin Children’s Shelter 499-0090; Angelheart Children’s Shelter 278-1038

Casa Marienella 821 Gunther St. 385-5571 Spanish Speaking / Political Asylum

Intake daily 8am-8pm / Free English Classes M-TH 7:30-9pm

Lifeworks Shelter for Youth 441-6914 / 735-2400

24 HR Emergency Shelter for Youths 13-17 yrs.

Transitional Living Program 3700 S. 1st 735-2400 youths 18-22 yrs. 

Foundation for the Homeless Transitional Housing Adults & Children
453-6570 9am-4:30pm M-F Case Mgmt.

Austin Resource Center for the Homeless (ARCH) Men’s Emergency Shelter

500 E. 7th St. 305-4100 6pm lottery for night sleep

Housing Authority & Section 8 477-1314 apply for housing

Travis County Housing Authority 480-8245 apply for housing

Front Steps Transitional and Permanent Supportive Housing Case

Mgmt. 500 E. 7th St.

Cold Weather Shelter: ARCH 305-4233 (305-ICEE) Adults; Lifeworks 

735-2300 Youth to 23

MEDICAL CARE

Brackenridge Hospital 601E. 15th St. off I-35 324-7000

Clinic 324-7300 M-F 8am-4:30pm

Salvation Army Community Care Clinic (MAP Cards & Case Mgmt)

501 E. 8th St. 634-5940 M/T/W 8am & 1pm & Th 1 pm

ARCH CommUnity Care Clinic 500 E. 7th 978-9920 M-TH 8am-12pm/1-5pm

Women only Wednesday morning

Map Cards 500 E. 7th St. M/T/W 8am-12pm / 1-5pm, TH afternoon only

Central Texas Recuperative Care Program Front Steps 432-4940

Respite Care for Hospitalized Homeless / Hospital Referral Only

Volunteer Health Clinic 4215 Medical parkway 459-6002

T/Th Pic ID & Proof of Income

Lifeworks Street Outreach @ Congregational Church of Austin
23rd & San Antonio 735-2300 TH 11am-4pm. Teens up to 24yr.

Baptist Community Center 2000 E. 2nd St. 478-7243 M-F 8:30am-2pm

& 1-2pm No Holidays; Limited $ Prescriptions-Required Receipt/Photo

ID/Social Security Card

AIDS Services of Austin 7215 Cameron Rd. 458-2437 for HIV + only

Case Mgmt / Food Bank / Housing / HIV Test/ Insurance Assistance

MENTAL HEALTH

Integral Care (ATCIC, formerly MHMR) 5307 E. Riverside Dr.

478-5644 Call for Walk-In Hours 3-F

Safeplace 267-7233, 24 HR Hotline-Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Counseling/Support Groups/Case Mgmt – Shelter for Survivors of Abuse

Suicide Prevention (ATCIC) 24 HR Hotline 472-4357 (TDD 703-1395)

ATCIC (Psychiatric Emergency Services) 56 East Ave. 24 HR Hotline 472-4357 

Austin Recovery 8402 Cross Park Drive 697-8500 Drug & Alcohol Treatment

M-F 8am-3pm / Admissions 697-8600, 800-373-2081 

Alcholics Anonymous 1825 Fortview  Ste. 104, 444-0071  M-F 9am-6pm

Hill Country Ingergroup / Referrals and Support / www.austinaa.org

S.H.A.C. (Self-Help Advocacy Center) 3205 S. 1st St. 442-3366 M-T 

12-4:30pm, W-F 9am-4pm Peer Support Groups for Depression

DENTAL & EYE CARE

AIDS Services of Austin-Jack Sansing Dental Clinic 3000A Medical Arts.

479-6633 for HIV+ only by appt. M-Th.9am-5pm,  Fri. 9am-12pm

Manos De Cristo Dental Clinic 1201 E. Cesar Chavez 477-2319

M-TH 7am-6pm, F 7am-3pm / Emergency Walk-In  Daily, Reduced Fee

LEGAL AID/ADVOCACY

Legal Aid for the Homeless 500 E. 7th St 305-4100 / 800-369-9270

Mon. clinic 6-7pm @ Martin Middle School Haskell St./ Wed. clinic 6-7pm

 Webb Middle School 601 E St. Johns St.  Call 374-2700 X 0 to verify

UT Criminal Defense Clinic 727 E. Dean Keaton St.  Call 232-1300

American Gateways (formerly PAPA) 314 E. Higland Mall Blvd. Ste. 501

478-0546 call or drop by for appt. M-TH 9am-5pm

Family Law Hotline 476-1866 M-F 8:30am – 5:30pm

National Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-7233

House the Homeless @ ARCH

 1st T each month 3-4pm call Richard Troxell 305-4100

www.UniversalLivingWage.org / www.HousetheHomeless.org
Project Help 901 Neal 414-3690 Help Homeless AISD Children/Youth

VETERANS

Veterans Affairs Medical Outpatient Clinic 2901 Montopolis 389-1010

DD214 Resources /Referrals / Counseling M-F 7:30am-4pm

The Vet Center PTSD (Counseling) 2015 S. I.H.35, Southcliff Bldg, Ste. 101

416-1314 / 416-1315 M-F 8am-4:30pm

Travis Co. Veteran Services 854-9340 M-F 8am-12pm / 1-5pm

Disability Benefits / Resources / Referrals

Veterans Affairs Mental Health Clinic 2101 S. I.H.35, Southgate Bldg.

433-2020 VA Hospital in Temple 800-423-2111

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS

Austin Police Department Victim Services 972-5037

First Call for Help General Social Services  dial #211

Capital Metro 474-1200 for bus route information.

Christian Service Center 476-9584 call for appt. 9:15am-12pm M-TH

Limited Help $ / I.D. / Birth Certificates / Other Resources.
Central Health Board Ends Funding for Elective Pregnancy Terminations


“The Central Health Board of Managers voted to end funding for elective pregnancy termination services at the Board's Thursday, Aug. 11 special called meeting. Central Health currently allocates approximately $450,000 to contracts with providers of these services for eligible residents of Travis County.


When Central Health began operations in 2004, it took over contracts for pregnancy termination services from the City of Austin. In 2010 when the contract terms were ending, the Board of Managers voted to continue funding these services, which are a small portion of the full compliment of comprehensive women’s health services funded by Central Health.


The Board’s decision to end funding follows adoption of Senate Bill 7, passed last month in a special session of the Texas Legislature, which states that any hospital district using public funds to finance pregnancy terminations (except in the case of a medical emergency) may not receive any state funding.


In weighing whether to continue funding pregnancy terminations in light of the challenges presented by SB 7 as well as the outstanding needs for community health care in Travis County, the Central Health Board concluded that continuing to fund pregnancy termination services would likely result in diversion of time and resources that Central Health would use to meet its primary mission of creating access to healthcare for those who need it most.


In addition to the challenges posed by Senate Bill 7, the continued volatility across the healthcare landscape including funding cuts at the state level has placed increased pressure on Central Health to provide services for an expanding population of individuals without access to care. Countering opposition to the continued funding of pregnancy termination services would likely consume a disproportionate share of time and resources, negatively affecting Central Health’s ability to address the healthcare service needs of the community, including filling the funding gaps recently created at the state level for women’s health services.


"Our focus has to be on the people who rely on us for healthcare services. We still believe that providing pregnancy termination services is a valid part of the continuum of women’s health services, but we can't risk taking action that would jeopardize our ability to fulfill our mission. We do believe that women who currently seek legal, safe pregnancy termination services will continue to be able to access those services here in Travis County," Central Health Board Chairperson Dr. Thomas Coopwood said.” 

 
This notice came from http://www.traviscountyhd.org/8-11. You might recall that about two years ago we signed a petition against the Travis County Health Care District funding abortions, and I wrote two letters to the editor about it. At the time the Health Care District refused to back down. Now they have because of a new law. This is encouraging, but please note that the exception” except in the case of a medical emergency” is open to interpretation.  

ACELC 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” – Ps. 133:1

   Don’t you just love that passage of Scripture? It evokes the picture-perfect image of the

Church, doesn’t it? One almost expects to hear the choir intoning, “All we are saying, is

give peace a chance.” And then we hear in the book of Acts how unity in the Church gets

worked out in real time! “After Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.”– Acts 15:2

   Of course, the two images are not contradictory, are they? What the “no small dissension and debate” in Jerusalem was all about was what the Psalmist extols, namely, unity. Genuine unity and unfeigned peace. Peace in the Gospel taught in its truth and purity and the Gifts of God’s salvation administered accordingly. All we are saying is give that a chance!

   What I mean is, that’s what the ACELC is truly about! It is tempting to imagine a

Lennon-esque view of peace with no dissension or debate. We had that once, until Adam

and Eve let go what they had been given. It only took a tiny departure to destroy peace

with God and one another. It took God becoming Man and submitting Himself to our

horrible division to restore it. Breathing His last, He established peace. He keeps the peace by breathing still; by breathing out His Word, His Gospel, the forgiveness of sins. 

   The Church holds faithfully to that, neither adding to nor subtracting from, but handing on what we have received. That will always be challenged in this world, and so the Church gathered in Jerusalem to hash out real issues which could not be ignored or imagined away. It was not the debate or dissension that threatened unity but the theological departures and additions which stood in contrast to both the Gospel and love.

   So, the Church “manned-up,” so to speak, and did the hard work of wrestling, like Jacob at the Jabbok, until the morning dawned bringing the blessings of unity and peace. As Acts 15 tells us, after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and began to speak.

After that, they heard Barnabas and Paul. Then James spoke and what they resolved in

the end “seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church,” “having

come to one accord” with each other and the Holy Spirit. Now that’s what the Psalmist means when he says, “how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity”!

   The work of the ACELC aims at nothing less, and we know that such an aim is shared

with many in our Synod. The proposed Koinonia Project is an expression of that aim, as

are even those dissensions and disagreements which have been voiced over the debate we

of the ACELC are encouraging. We do not question the intent of those who criticize, and so we have welcomed their critique from the beginning. We have submitted our papers to the brotherly wrestling and wrangling the issues we are facing as a Synod deserve. As the history of the Church has shown, sparks will sometimes fly, as they did in Acts 15, but from such was forged a stronger bond of unity and peace in the Gospel purely preserved and love practiced in accord with it.

  We look forward to that again! Not everyone, of course, is comfortable with sparks flying, and the heat of debate can become disconcerting. Brotherly wrestling can get out of hand and so our mothers warned us, “Somebody’s going to get hurt!” We ought take care to prevent that in so far as we are able!

  Toward that end, if you haven’t read the documents of the ACELC, please do so by visiting our website (www.acelc.net). There you will find a whole host of resources to study, either privately or in Bible class or at a Circuit meeting. We intend these resources to grow, so please keep visiting the site.

  You will also notice that we have a new Board of Directors for whom we ask you to pray as they continue the fine work begun by the Steering Committee. We welcome new members like Augsburg Lutheran, Shawnee, Kansas, to the ACELC and invite you to consider signing the Admonition, joining individually as an Associate Member,* or with your entire congregation. If we can be of assistance in that, please don't hesitate to ask.

   It really is good and pleasing to be working toward unity of faith and practice in our beloved Synod! Even if there is dissension and debate? Even then! After all, the same Spirit at work in Acts 15 is still at work! So, please participate in the discussion and consider attending our next Free Conference, February 7-9, 2012, in Lincoln, Nebraska.

The theme will be Christ For Us: The Lord’s Supper. This truly is an exciting time in our Synod and the ACELC is glad to be part of it!

Pastor Rick Sawyer, Vice-Chairman

Board of Directors of the ACELC

__________________________

ACELC Newly Elected Board of Directors:

Rev. Clint Poppe, Lincoln, NE Chairman

Rev. Rick Sawyer, Brandon, MS Vice-Chairman

Rev. Dan Bremer, Grand Island, NE Chairman, Speaker’s Bureau

Rev. Bruce Ley, Albany, OR Chairman, Documents

Dr. Bart Goddard, Austin, TX Chairman, Technology & Media

__________________________

ACELC Member 

Congregations:

* Associate membership is for individuals whose congregations are not Member Congregations.

· Holy Cross Lutheran, Albany OR 

· Trinity Lutheran, Fredericktown, MO

· Holy Cross Lutheran, Kansas City, MO 

· Zion Lutheran, Gravelton, MO

· Good Shepherd Lutheran, Lincoln, NE 

· Grace Lutheran, De Soto, MO

· Grace Lutheran, Grand Island, NE 

· Mount Calvary, Excelsior Springs, MO

· Trinity Lutheran, Layton, UT 
· Immanuel Lutheran, Eagle, NE

· Trinity Lutheran, Austin, TX 
· Our Redeemer, Cedar Falls, IA

· Grace Lutheran, Lexington, MO 

· Good Shepherd Lutheran, Brandon, MS

· Messiah Lutheran, Vicksburg, MS 

· Augsburg Lutheran, Shawnee, KS

· Trinity Lutheran, Norborne, MO
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