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An Old Tradition 

   In the Reformation era Lutheran Church, i.e. the 16th century, midweek services were used for instruction in the catechism.  I’ve continued this tradition here.  This Advent/Lent cycle we will conclude our second complete trip through Luther’s Small Catechism.  But if you haven’t made time to come to the midweek services during Advent and Lent, then you’ve missed this.  That’s a shame.  Neither Luther himself nor any Lutheran pastor ever expected you to stop your learning of the catechism with the Small Catechism.  That is why Luther went on to write the Larger Catechism.

  “’Questioning’ the Sacraments” is the name for the sermon series this Church Year for Advent and Lent.   You will find the details elsewhere in the newsletter. We will go through the last three chief parts of the Small Catechism:  Holy Baptism,

 Confession, and The Sacrament of the Altar.  This series is particularly important to me because in the area of the sacraments we need much work. 

 We either fall into the Reformed error of thinking the sacraments are nothing and faith is everything or into the Roman Catholic error of thinking that the sacraments work without faith.

   I’m giving you the list of upcoming services so that you might plan to attend them.   All weekday services start at 7:30 PM and you can literally be out the door by 8:30 PM.

Christmas Traditions

   Like all churches Trinity has its own traditions for Christmas.  We will decorate the church on Sunday, November 26 after service.  We are hoping the youth will stay to do this.  The LWML will put on their Christmas dinner on Sunday, December 3, after service.  On Sunday, December 10, at 1 PM, we will sing Christmas carols at the homes of our shut-ins.  Cook-Walden Funeral Home generously pays for renting a large 56 passenger bus for us all to ride together on.  When we return to the church, the 

chili supper crew will have a nice warm meal waiting on what hopefully will be a nice chilly day (In Texas, if it’s below 80, that’s chilly.)  All of this doesn’t cost the carolers anything, but you must sign-up.

  Probably the most marked difference between the world’s Christmas and the Church’s is that they celebrate beginning with Thanksgiving and ending with Christmas Day.  The Church prepares to celebrate Christmas not by partying but by repenting during the season of Advent (Read more about Advent elsewhere in this newsletter.).  Our celebration of Christmas begins with Christmas Eve and ends with Epiphany, the end of the 12 days of Christmas.  Trinity marks this special holy day with a special divine service and a festival meal afterwards.  This year since January 6 is a Saturday; we will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 7 at the regular Sunday service time.  At this time, the church will be undecorated and a feast will be had.

Speaking of Traditions

   I continue to wrestle, and I do mean wrestle, with our Statement of Confession. We are almost a year and a half into the 3 years that we pledged to take every opportunity to speak the truth in love to the six errors that the LCMS publicly embraced in the 2004 synodical convention.  Our Statement of Confession says that if these errors were not addressed in “due time” we would refuse altar and pulpit fellowship with those who accept these errors or who fellowship with those who do.

 Here are some of the things I wrestling with:

1. I wonder how many of you have spoken the truth in love about these matters to anyone at all.  Do even your family members in the LCMS know about the 6 serious errors your church is confessing against?

2. Not only do those who embrace the 6 errors I’m confessing against not hear me, neither do those who don’t.  They don’t see the need to confess themselves.

3. If we remain in the LCMS, are you prepared for the following?  

i. Any pastor on the LCMS clergy roster will be allowed in our pulpit.  That’s what it means to be in altar and pulpit fellowship.

ii. I will not listen to any complaining, carping, or criticizing of the LCMS, its leaders, its pastors, or its congregations.  I will direct you to the synodical Handbook’s procedures even as I am now directed by synodical leaders.

iii. I will attend all district conferences at a cost to you of about 1,000.00 per year.  I don’t go now because they are silly, unhelpful, or even wrong theologically.  The District Handbook requires me to attend or to present a valid excuse for not attending.  Since “you have a silly, unhelpful, or erring conference” is not a valid excuse, I will attend them all.

iv. We will start sending money to support the district and synod bureaucracy.  That means we will pay to support mission congregations that hide the name Lutheran let alone LCMS.  We will pay to support mission congregations that practice open communion.  We will pay to support a district that is dedicated to promoting the contemporary worship we abhor.

   I invite you to wrestle with me.  Just how much are you willing to put up with?  It can’t continue as it has been for all 23+ years of my ministry.  We embrace only as much of Synod as we can tolerate.  If it’s a false fellowship, we must leave it.  If it’s a faithful fellowship, we must embrace it.  The only middle position is that the Synod, despite what it claims to be, is no fellowship.  It’s merely a bureaucracy that administers the human side of the church.   Of course, then that begs the question, who are we in fellowship with?

One More Word about Tradition

    As you know the LCMS just published a new hymnal, Lutheran Service Book.  It was adopted at the 2004 synodical convention.  The elders, the organist, and I went to a workshop on this new hymnal.  We will report to the November voters meeting.  Will we switch to it?  That remains to be seen.  It would cost about 4,000.00 for our congregation to switch.  Personally, at my age, I’m not inclined towards new things.  This is at one and the same time good, bad, and ugly.  I’m just being honest.  You internet types can go to www.cph.org and find more than you want to know about the new hymnal.  In any event, whether or not to switch will not be unilateral decision by me, the elders, or the voters.  This is an issue that truly impacts us all, so we all need to be involved.  I envision it working like this.  If the elders, organist, and I like it, we will begin to introduce it to the congregation as a whole.  The voters will get feedback from the congregation and the assembly will consider the options.  The only deadline of sorts is September 1, 2007.  That’s when the introductory price of 18.50 per hymnal plus 1.20 each for shipping expires.

A New Tradition

Trinity has always had a Thanksgiving service in conjunction with the national holiday by that name.  Since 2000 we have been collecting food to be donated to the local Salvation Army. We will do that again this year.  The new tradition we are starting this year is to make our Thanksgiving Divine Service a uniquely Christian one.  We will for the first time celebrate Holy Communion.  A Biblical name for Communion is Eucharist; it is the Greek name for giving thanks.  So every Sunday we at Trinity have a Christian Thanksgiving Service.  It is most fitting that we have on the one day a year our country calls on us to give thanks.  An old tradition that is coming back after a one year absence is the congregation individual bringing their offering forward and placing it in a cornucopia.  We couldn’t do that last year because we were without a cornucopia.  A regular visitor to our congregation for the Thanksgiving service pointed out that for over 40 years, since she was little girl, she has been coming forward with her offering at this service and she missed it.  I agreed that it was a tradition worth keeping.  One of our members has provided us with a new cornucopia.  The tradition continues.
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Advent

tc \l1 "Advent
Advent as a season of preparation for the Nativity originated in France.  Its observance was general by the time of the second Council of Tours, 567.  In some places six or seven Sundays were included.  When Rome adopted Advent, she limited the period to four Sundays as we now have.  It was probably not until the 13th century that Advent was universally recognized as the beginning of the Church Year which up until that time had begun with the Festival of the Annunciation, March 25, or in some places at Christmas.  While Advent never attained the extreme penitential character of Lent, it has always been regarded as a season of repentance and of solemn anticipation and preparation for the coming of Christ. [Adapted from Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 465-466.]  Three comings of Christ are remembered in Advent: the first coming, the incarnation of the Second Person of the Trinity in the womb of the Virgin Mary; the Second Coming of Jesus at the end of the world to judge it; and His continual coming among us in Baptism, the Word, and Holy Communion.  The Advent wreath is of relatively recent origin, the 19th century.  Only two candles have historically represented something specific, the pink one and the white one. Lit on the Third Sunday the pink one stands for joy.  On this Sunday, the penitential theme is supposed to be lighter.  Tinged with the white of the Christ candle, the purple of penitence shades to the pink of a joyous rose.

O Emmanuel

Rev. Scott Murray

Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas

Christmas Day is often thought to be a family day and there is a sense in which that is true. It is a great time to re-unite families divided by distance or rancor under the banner of the Prince of Peace. But Christmas is not a family day in the sense that it celebrates family or gives birth to family or that there would be no family without Christmas. Indeed, the view that Christmas is the biggest and best family day of the year also makes Christmas one of the most frustrating and unfulfilling days of the year. If we use the day of the Lord's incarnation as the day when we bow down at the altar of family unity and joy, then we have substituted a pitiful god for the true God. And that pitiful god always disappoints. 

Some detail of the perfect Christmas tableaux will fall out of place, hitting a discordant note in the symphony of Christmas perfection. The turkey will be overdone. The dinner will be late. Your nephews will squabble over a coveted toy. Uncle Bertram will drink too much holiday cheer, and become less than cheerful. You will receive the less than perfect gift costing either way too much or way too little (add your own examples here…). Family is in need of redemption as much as any other human community tainted by the fall and Adam's sin. At Christmas this should be more obvious than less, unless we are tone deaf.

Christmas is not a "family day" but the Lord's Day. It is the Lord's Day because on this day the body of the Lord celebrates the bodily enfleshment of the Lord of Mary. We have become that body of the Lord through baptism into Him. His bodily appearance builds the body of the church, of which we are the limbs and He is the Head. To avoid the gathering of that Body on the day when that Body celebrates the bodily enfleshment that creates that Body, is unthinkable. Jesus the Head comes to create the Body of the Church. The Body gathers together to receive her Head. 
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Statement of Policies for Funerals

1) Only members of the active roster of Trinity Lutheran Church may have a funeral in our sanctuary.  With the permission of the Board of Elders, the pastor may approve exceptions.

2) The pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church may conduct a funeral for an inactive or non-member off the church grounds.

3) Only pastors in fellowship with Trinity Lutheran Church may preach the sermon, conduct the liturgy, or read the lessons of a funeral service.

4) There shall be no eulogies, poems, or words offered by family members, friends, or others in attendance during the funeral service.  The funeral service extends through the benediction at the place of interment.

5) The liturgy for the funeral shall be the one found in either the agenda of The Lutheran Hymnal or The Lutheran Service Book.

6) The family may suggest congregational hymns from the hymnals Trinity Lutheran Church currently uses. All music, hymns, or songs shall be approved by the pastor.  The family may suggest particular Bible passages to be read.

Adopted September 12, 2006
A Listener’s Guide to the Pulpit.

By Todd Wilken

Issues, Etc. Vol. 5, No. 1

Continued from Sept/Oct newsletter

That was a Good Sermon?

Some people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. I agree with everything the preacher said.” A sermon is good when you hear what you need to hear, not what you want to hear. Some of the greatest sermons Jesus ever preached fell on deaf ears. Some of the worst sermons today draw the biggest audiences.

Other people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. Everything the preacher said was true.” That may well be; a preacher might say all sorts of true things. But he may still fail to preach the Truth that sinners need to hear. Walther posed a question to his young seminary students: “Suppose someone could truthfully say, ‘There was no false teaching in my sermon,’ still his entire sermon may have been wrong. Can that be true?” Walther says it can be.

Only he is an orthodox teacher who, in addition to other requirements, rightly distinguishes Law and Gospel from each other. That is the final test of a proper sermon. The value of a sermon depends not only on this, that every statement in it be taken from the Word of God and be in agreement with the same, but also on this, whether Law and Gospel have been rightly divided. Of the same building materials furnished two architects one will construct a magnificent building, while the other, using the same materials, makes a botch of it.9
John
Pless comments on Walther’s answer.

The content of the preaching may be correct in that it uses words from the Bible. The preacher does not deny the truthfulness of scriptural claims. Nonetheless, the sermon fails as evangelical preaching in this regard: The Law is presented as good news, or the Gospel is presented as something we do. Such preaching, regardless of how many Bible passages are quoted or referenced, is not the preaching of Christ crucified as the only Savior of sinners.10
Many preachers claim to preach Bible-based sermons. But does this mean that they are preaching the Gospel? Ted Haggard, President of the National Association of Evangelicals says:

Sometimes I’ll teach very good sermons, right out of the Scriptures, that are essential to faith. And I think the essentials are the Scriptures themselves —where I might not talk about Jesus in the sermon... But it’s all, maybe, David’s material or Solomon’s material or some of Moses’ material. And I think the standard needs to be more Bible-based rather than exclusively Christ-based.11 

As a wise pastor once said, “Any sermon can claim to be Bible-based. But the Bible wasn’t nailed to the Cross to pay for your sins.” The central message of the Bible is Jesus Christ crucified and risen for sinners. If a sermon is really Bible-based, it will preach that Gospel.

There is no conflict between Bible-based preaching and Christ-based, preaching. Christian preaching should be Bible-based and textual. That means drawing Law and Gospel from specific passages from every part of Scripture. Moses’ and David’s “material” testifies to Christ crucified for sinners just as much as Matthew or Paul.

Christian preachers aren’t called to preach the Bible in general or truth in general; they are called to preach a very particular biblical truth. In Paul’s words, “There is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”12 A sermon that lacks this truth can’t be called good sermon, and it can’t be called a Christian sermon.

Often, the difference between good preaching and bad preaching is not in what is said, but what is left unsaid. More often, what is left unsaid is the Gospel itself. Most often, this happens when Law and Gospel are confused. Luther paraphrases Paul in Galatians 1:7,

These false apostles do not merely trouble you, they abolish Christ’s Gospel. They act as if they were the only true Gospel preachers. For all that they muddle Law and Gospel. As a result they pervert the Gospel. Either Christ must live and the Law perish, or the Law remains and Christ must perish; Christ and the Law cannot dwell side by side in the conscience. It is either grace or law. To muddle the two is to eliminate the Gospel of Christ entirely. It seems a small matter to mingle the Law and Gospel, faith and works, but it creates more mischief than man‘s brain can conceive. To mix Law and Gospel not only clouds the knowledge of grace, it cuts out Christ altogether.13
Some people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. Even if he didn’t really preach the Gospel, I know what he meant to say.” It’s the preacher’s job to preach the Gospel. So, don’t do the preacher’s job for him. If he doesn’t preach the Gospel, it’s not your job to fill in what he left out. Sad to say, some preachers don’t preach the Gospel on purpose. They think they have something better to say.

9 C.F.W. Walther, The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928, pp. 31-32.

10 John Pless, Handling the Word of Truth: Law and Gospel in the Church Today, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2004, p. 21

11 Ted Haggard, “American Evangelicalism,” Issues, Etc. radio program, September 13, 2005.

12 1 Timothy 1:15.

13 Martin Luther, Commentary to the Epistle to the Galatians, Theodore Graebner, trans., Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1949, p. 30.
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Promiscuous Baptisms?
Rev. Scott Murray, 

Memorial Lutheran Church Houston, Texas

Today church leaders often trot out Matthew 28:19 as though it is the passage by which the church stands or falls. They are right, it is the passage by which the church stands or falls, but not in the way the passage is actually used by them. For them the passage is primarily the command to the church about what she needs to be doing, even to the exclusion of all other churchly gifts from our heavenly Father, "You need to get out there and baptize. Go on. Get going!" Such minimalism exhibits a poverty of understanding about what the Lord is giving to His church in this text. 

This text gives not only the acts that Christ commands the church to perform, but also it also contains an insight into the divine nature in whose name we are to baptize all people, the exact baptismal formula, and the command for full teaching of the gospel truth. The church is not to wily-nilly baptize, like the ambitious child who baptizes his playmates in the lawn sprinkler on a hot day. The church may not baptize like this. She is to baptize only in connection with the full divine revelation so that she also conveys the fullness of the divine nature by teaching all that Christ commanded. Properly understood in its sublime fullness, this Word of Christ is the passage upon which the church stands or falls, because all comes to us through the giving of the divine name. This passage then is a gift of God revealing the depth of God's nature, power, and grace. It is about His nature and His doing, not ours. 

Hilary of Poitiers has perceived this long ago. What a breath of fresh air we receive when we read someone like Hilary. Such fresh air rescues us from the legalistic bent that contemporary church leaders put on these sublime words of our Savior.

"Believers have always found their satisfaction in that Divine utterance, which our ears heard recited from the Gospel at the moment when that Power, which is its attestation, was bestowed upon us [in baptism]: 'Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age' (Matthew 28:19-20). What element in the mystery of man’s salvation is not included in those words? What is forgotten, what left in darkness? All is full, as from the Divine fullness; perfect, as from the Divine perfection. The passage contains the exact words to be used, the essential acts, the sequence of processes, an insight into the Divine nature. 

"He told them to baptize 'in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,' that is with confession of the Creator and of the Only-begotten, and of the Gift. For God the Father is One, from Whom are all things; and our Lord Jesus Christ the Only-begotten, through Whom are all things, is One; and the Spirit, God’s Gift to us, who pervades all things, is also One. Thus all are ranged according to powers possessed and benefits conferred;—the One Power from whom all, the One Offspring through whom all, the One Gift who gives us perfect hope. Nothing can be found lacking in that supreme union that embraces, in Father, Son and Holy Spirit, infinity in the Eternal, His likeness in His express Image, our enjoyment of Him in the Gift" (Hilary of Poitiers, On the Trinity, 2.1).

The Feminization of the American Military

The United States today is the only serious military power in history to contemplate thorough sexual integration of its armed forces        

 Wednesday, October 18, 2006 

 Walter A. McDougall        

In a tender love song from the late 1970’s, Bob Dylan asked, “Can you cook and sew and make flowers grow, do you understand my pain?” To the ensuing barrage of feminist criticism, the somewhat shaken but unrepentant song writer replied: yes, women should be free to do whatever they liked, but “when a man says he’s looking for a good woman, he isn’t looking for an airline pilot.” Two decades later, all manner of media are laboring to purge Americans of such benighted attitudes, and all manner of American institutions are breathlessly acquiescing. The title of one of my daughter’s favorite bedtime books is Maybe You Should Fly a Jet, and the cover shows a woman- a blonde, glamorous woman- at the controls. Children’s television programs inevitably depict female doctors, police, and mechanics; presidents of women’s colleges deplore the fact that one in eight teenage girls still hopes for a career in modeling; and the United States Army encourages women to “be all that you can be” by trading cosmetics and cars for camouflage and helicopters. Indeed, one of the central goals of the feminist movement is to establish a fully sexually integrated military, trained, fit, and ready to engage in combat. To the advocates of this cause, it is an outrage that the United States is not moving at a rapid enough pace in their direction; but the truth is that it has moved very swiftly indeed. The United States today is the only serious military power in history to contemplate thorough sexual integration of its armed forces. And thanks to an adamant feminist lobby, a conspiracy of silence in the officer corps, and the anodynestate of debate over the issue, the brave new world of female infantry, bomber pilots, submariners, and drill sergeants may lie just around the corner. How ought Americans of both sexes to think about their co-educational military and the prospects for women in combat? No doubt many unreconstructed male chauvinists would agree with Nietzsche that “Man shall be framed for War, Woman for the entertainment of the Warrior, and all else is folly.” But one need not be a caveman to argue that objections may be made against women in combat on some basis other than bias, for instance: common sense; the empirical evidence of the past twenty years; and the universal experience of the human race. As former Secretary of the Navy James Webb attests, military institutions must be coercive, hierarchical, and self-sacrificial, and as such they depend on a rigid code of fairness with regard to conduct, performance, and deportment, promotion on merit, and egalitarian treatment that by its nature cannot be gender- neutral. For as soon as the sexes are mixed in close quarters, especially for prolonged and tense intervals, the jealousies, courtships, and favoritism that are bound to erupt must corrode fairness and discipline. Imagine, writes Webb, a ship at sea for a hundred days during which numerous crew members pair off for sex. That in itself spawns favoritism, duplicity, and pregnancies. But what of the crewmen who don’t “score” with shipmates and must stifle their libido for months? “The inescapable feelings of resentment, competition, and anger that follow create a powder keg of emotions that cannot help but affect morale, discipline, and attention to duty.” To military expert Edward Luttwak, the belief that mixing the sexes need not affect order and discipline is “a grotesque, puritanical hypocrisy. The Army can’t do something that eluded the Franciscans. It can’t run a mixed monastery.” Everyone knows this-and yet nobody talks, which is what allows the feminists to frame the debate entirely in terms of equal opportunity. Senior male officers habitually prove Napoleon’s dictum to the effect that “He who is full of courage and sang-froid before an enemy battery sometimes trembles before a skirt.” They keep silent because they know that to express caveats about sexual integration is a “career buster.” Civilian officials talk much but say little lest they offend one or another constituency or lobby.

to be continued in January/February Newsletter



2nd Annual

Trinity Lutheran Church

Fall Craft Fair

Saturday, 

November 11

9 am – 2 pm

Wow, it is almost here.

Thanks to those who have signed up so far and will be helping out. The more folks we have signed up and show up the less any one person will have to work. You can take shorter shifts and not wear yourselves out.

Just a reminder…all the proceeds raised at the fair go into the Stained Glass Repair fund. It will be quite an expensive undertaking to repair them.

If you didn’t rent a booth…COME & SHOP! There will be lots of beautiful handmade cards, jewelry and more, even a couple doing embroidery!! (Christmas gifts!)
See you on the 11th!


A Study of Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution & Holy Communion

Wednesday, 

November 29, 2006 

7:30 pm,

What Is A Sacrament?

Wednesday, 

December 6, 2006

7:30 pm,

What Is Baptism?

Wednesday, 

December 13, 2006

7:30 pm,

What Benefits Does Baptism Give?

Ash Wednesday,

February 21, 2007

7:30 pm,

How Can Water Do Such Great Things?

Wednesday, 

February 28, 2007

7:30 pm,

What Does Such Baptizing With Water Indicate?

Wednesday, 

March 7, 2007

7:30 pm,

What Is Confession?

Wednesday, 

March 14, 2007

7:30 pm,

What Sins Should We Confess?

Wednesday, 

March 21, 2007

7:30 pm,

What Is The Sacrament of The Altar?

Wednesday, 

March 28, 2007

7:30 pm,

What Is The Benefit Of This Eating and Drinking?

Maundy Thursday,

April 4, 2007

7:30 pm,

How Can Bodily Eating

And Drinking Do Such

Great Things?

Good Friday, 

April 5, 2007

7:30 pm,

Who Receives This Sacrament Worthily?

Easter, 

April 8, 2007

10:30 am,

How Can Flesh & Blood Rise From The Grave?

Ascension, 

May 17, 2007

7:30 pm,

How Can The Absent Christ Be Present?
?
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